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What is OPTICON?

“Integrating and opening existing national and regional 
research infrastructures of European interest”



Management:

• OPTICON coordinator: Prof. 
Gerry Gilmore, Cambridge, UK

• OPTICON project manager: Dr. 
Gudrun Pebody, Cambridge, UK

• OPTICON project scientist: Dr. 
John Davies, Edinbough, UK

Additionally dozens of people from the 32 OPTICON partners

Who are we?







„Joint Reseacrh Activities“





SPHERE detects a young planet

Young planet in the 
disk of PDS70 

ESO Press Release 
1821 (July 2, 2018)

Keppler et al. 2018
Müller et al. 2018



„Networking Activities and Trans-
National Access“



Proposal deadlines: end of February and end of August



Common Telescope Time Allocation 
Committee



WP12 – „Enhancing community skills, 
integrating communities“

Supports different types of schools

• Main school of the year: NEON 
Observing School

• Also organising other events:
• life-long training: specialised workshops
• archival schools
• ’hot topics‘ conferences
• instrumentation oriented

schools/workshops 

• Also developing synergies: joint 
ESO/IAU events



NEON Observing Schools

• Organised yearly in different 
European observatories

• 16-20 participants

• Student selection striving to 
achieve diversity of origin and 
gender

• Meant for people without prior 
observing experience, but a need 
to obtain it

• All the steps of observations from 
planning and observing to data 
reduction and analysis

• Groups of four students led by an 
experienced tutor

• Hands-on experience combined 
with expert lectures 



Lectures on „basics“



Emphasis on „hands-on“ experience 



Other OPTICON WP12 Schools 

• Hot Topic events
• Formerly called Awareness conferences
• Raising awareness of big questions in 

astrophysics
• Have also been organized in 

collaboration with IAU

• Archival schools
• Emphasis  on EU observing facilities: 

ESO  and  OPTICON TNA telescopes
• Usage of existing archival data

• Schools on specific techniques
• For example specific 

techniques/instruments
• Some schools organized together with 

ESO

• In many school we also organize career 
sessions, proposal writing exercises, 
etc



Instrumentation School 

• The 1st OPTICON Instrumentation School

• July 3-12 2017, in Copenhagen 

• Emphasis on Transient Sky

• Same format as for the ‘Alpbach school in space instrumentation’

• Instrument Phase A study with a help of an experienced tutor

• 22 participants selected from 58 applicants (from 13 different 
countries)





Plans of OPTICON WP12 

• Yearly NEON Observing Schools
• 2018 in Asiago Italy
• 2019 in Rozhen Bulgaria (combined

with a ‘Hot Topics’ conference)
• 2020 TBD

• At least one other event every year:
• Proposal writing school in June 

2019 (Tatranská Lomnica)
• Archival school at ESO 

2019/2020?
• Multi-wavelength/messenger

school (optical/IR combined with
X-ray, UV, sub-mm, gravitational
waves, high-energy particles…) 
planned for 2020

• Specific techniques, e.g., AO, 
wide field, etc (TBC)

• Ideas welcome



Other OPTICON events

WP12 is not the only OPTICON WP organising schools



www.astro-opticon.org



Opticon-schools.nbi.ku.dk


